Scripture Study
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Cycle B
Opening prayer
Ezekiel 2:2-5

(Ps 123:1-4)

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Mark 6:1-6

Overview of the Gospel:
 This Sunday’s Gospel finds Jesus returning to his hometown of Nazareth. As we have seen in
earlier readings, he had lately made the fishing village of Capernaum his new home and base
location of his ministry (Mark 2:1; 3:19).
 St. Mark does not mention Jesus’ purpose for returning to Nazareth, but it is apparent that the
townsfolk had heard the accounts of his preaching and miracles that he had performed in
other parts of the region (verse 2). Perhaps feeling a bit of contempt for his humble
beginnings, and envy at this small-town product returning with such an obvious following
(verses 1-3), they “took offense at him” (or, as some translations render it, “stumbled” or were
“scandalized” by him).
 Jesus likens their response to that afforded the Old Testament prophets, who were also often
held in contempt and persecuted by their own people (v 4; Matt. 5:11-12; Heb. 11:32-38).
 In an ironic contrast, whereas in last week’s reading we saw two examples of faith in Jesus by
those whom had only heard of him (Mark 5:21-43), this reading concerns the lack of faith by
those who have known him and his family all his life.
 (Verse 3 is often cited in an attempt to “prove” that the Blessed Virgin Mary had other children.
However, it must be remembered that in Semitic usage, “brother” had a much broader
meaning than our use of the word—it was often used to describe relatives of all sorts,
including cousins, nephews and uncles. In addition, we know that “James and Joses” are the
sons of another Mary [Mary of Clophas; John 19:25], and that the Judas mentioned was the
son of a certain James [Luke 6:16]. See CCC 499-507).
Questions:
 After the two power-draining miracles we heard about last week, what happens when Jesus
goes home? Why?
 What was Jesus’ “native place”? What was his history there (Luke 2:39; 4:16-30)? Why might
he have moved from this place to live in the lakeshore village of Capernaum, also basing his
ministry there (Mark 2:1; 3:19)?
 How might an emotion like envy impede one’s faith? How might your envy at the success of
another keep Jesus from answering your prayers?
 How has familiarity with Jesus blocked you from really seeing who he is? What helps you to
get a fresh look?
 How does your family react to your faith in Christ? How does that affect you?
Catechism of the Catholic Church: §§ 2610, 2087-2089, 678

Closing prayer
We are convinced beyond doubt that the truths of faith cannot deceive us; yet we cannot seem to
bring ourselves to trust in them. It is easier for us to trust in human reasons and the deceiving
appearances of the world. This, precisely, is the reason for our poor progress in virtue and in all that
pertains to God's glory. --St. Vincent de Paul

Remember to read and meditate on the daily Mass readings found in the bulletin!
2009 Vince Contreras
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"Jesus marveled because of their unbelief"
could do no mighty works in
their midst because they were
closed and disbelieving towards
him. If people have come
together to hate and to refuse to
understand, then they will see
no other point of view than their
own and they will refuse to love
and accept others. Do you
easily take offense at others?

Scripture: Mark 6:1-6
He went away from there and
came to his own country; and
his disciples followed him. And
on the Sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue; and
many who heard him were
astonished, saying, "Where did
this man get all this? What is
the wisdom given to him? What
mighty works are wrought by
his hands! Is not this the
carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon, and are not
his sisters here with us?" And
they took offense at him. And
Jesus said to them, "A prophet
is not without honor, except in
his own country, and among his
own kin, and in his own house."
And he could do no mighty work
there, except that he laid his
hands upon a few sick people
and healed them. And he
marveled because of their
unbelief. And he went about
among the villages teaching.
Meditation: Are you critical
towards others, especially those
close to you? The most severe
critics are often people very
familiar to us, a member of our
family, a relative, or neighbor
we rub shoulders with on a

regular basis. Jesus faced a
severe testing when he returned
to his home town, not simply as
the carpenter's son, but now as a
rabbi with disciples. It would
have been customary for Jesus
to go to the synagogue each
week during the Sabbath, and
when his turn came, to read
from the scriptures during the
Sabbath service. His hometown
folks listened with rapt attention
on this occasion because they
had heard about the miracles he
had performed in other towns.
What sign would he do in his
hometown? Jesus startled them
with a seeming rebuke that no
prophet or servant of God can
receive honor among his own
people. The people of Nazareth
took offense at him and refused
to listen to what he had to say.
They despised his preaching
because he was a workingman,
a carpenter, a mere layman and
they despised him because of
his family. How familiarity can
breed mistaken contempt. Jesus

The word "gospel" literally
means "good news". Isaiah
had prophesied that the Messiah
would come in the power of the
Holy Spirit to bring freedom to
those oppressed by sin and evil
(see Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus came
to set people free from the worst
tyranny possible – the tyranny
of slavery to sin and the fear of
death, and the destruction of
both body and soul. God's
power alone can save us from
emptiness and poverty of spirit,
from confusion and error, and
from the fear of death and
hopelessness. The gospel of
salvation is "good news" for us
today. Do you know the joy and
freedom of the gospel?
"Lord Jesus, you are the
fulfillment of all our hopes and
desires. Your Spirit brings us
grace, truth, life, and freedom.
Fill me with the joy of the
gospel and inflame my heart
with love and zeal for you and
for your will."

Mediation: (c) 2009 Don Schwager
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